NATIONAL STORM SUMMARY

JANUARY 2003

1st-4th…Rain spread across wide sections of the East on Wednesday, and snow fell across parts of the central and northern Plains. Rain fell from the Ohio Valley to the mid-Atlantic and New England states, stretching from southern Indiana to Massachusetts. More than an inch of rain fell by midday around Pittsburgh and in parts of West Virginia, including Huntington and Wheeling. Showers and some locally heavy rain also extended southward through the Appalachians and along the East Coast as far south as Georgia. More than an inch fell by midday at Washington. The wet weather included thunderstorms along the North Carolina coast, with more than an inch of rain at Sanford and New Bern. As the rain moved northward into colder air, snow and occasional sleet and freezing rain fell over northern sections of Indiana and Ohio, northwestern Pennsylvania and western and northern sections of New York state.

A powerful storm moving up the East Coast dumped a dangerous mix of freezing rain and snow across much of the Northeast on Friday, snarling traffic and giving thousands of schoolchildren an early start on the weekend. The storm began lashing the region with rain and blustery wind late Thursday and the rain turned to snow as temperatures fell Friday. Dozens of accidents were reported on highways across the region; some roads were flooded by rain.

12th-18th…Snow fell in the Rockies, the Plains, the Great Lakes and the Appalachians on Wednesday. Most of the nation's snow was light, but it was heavier in parts of Montana, South Dakota and Nebraska. Custer and Pierre, SD, reported afternoon snow falling up to 2 inches per hour. Moderate snow also was. 

19th-25th…Rain fell on parts of the West Coast on Wednesday and areas of snow were scattered along the jet stream from the northern Rockies into the Ohio Valley. A storm system moving in from the Pacific spread moderate to heavy showers from northern California through parts of Oregon into Washington, with some of the heaviest rainfall along the California coast and Washington's Puget Sound area. Rain turned to snow in the Washington Cascades, some eastern sections of Washington and Oregon, northern Idaho, western Washington and northwestern Wyoming. Up to a foot of snow fell overnight in the areas of Big Timber, Mont., and Sheridan, WY.

A rare snowstorm hit the Outer Banks Thursday. Dare County, which includes most of the Outer Banks, closed schools and suspended trash collection until Monday after the first 3 inches fell, and the state was sending in snow plows because the county doesn't have any of its own. Ace Hardware in Nags Head had about 50 shoppers stocking up on storm essentials Wednesday. The snow arrived with bitterly cold temperatures across North Carolina. Icy conditions forced police to close the I-277 loop around downtown Charlotte. In South Carolina, 9 inches of snow fell in Clover, near the North Carolina line.     

26th-31st…Much of the Southeast had heavy rain Wednesday. Clouds and rain prevailed over the Southeast. Rain fell throughout the Tennessee Valley and along the Gulf Coast, and was heaviest over 

Tennessee and parts of Alabama. Knoxville, TN, reported 1.19 inches of rain by early afternoon. Light snow showers fell over the Northeast, and a few pockets of sleet and freezing rain were seen over portions of Maryland, West Virginia and southern Ohio. 

