GLOBAL WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS

AUGUST 2003

NORTH AMERICA

Western and Northern 

Temperatures averaged 2°C to 5°C above normal across much of Canada and the western United States, with the highest departures of up to +12°C reported across northern Canada. 

UNITED STATES 

Great Plains and Rockies 

Scattered thunderstorms dropped 25 to 80 mm of rain in the central Rockies and Great Plains again eased dryness, but the remainder of the region received little or no rain. 

Central United States and Southwestern Canada 

Moderate to heavy rainfall of 25 to 75 mm brought relief to the dryness in the central Great Plains, but much of the remainder of the region received little or 

no rain. 

Eastern  

Moderate to heavy rain showers again spread 50 to 150 mm of rain over the eastern third of the United States. 

Severe storms affected parts of the Ohio Valley eastward through sections of the Mid-Atlantic. There were numerous reports of wind damage as the storms rolled through the region on the 26th.
Heavy to torrential rains of 50 to 200 mm inundated much of Florida during the third week, while scattered thunderstorms brought 25 to 100 mm of rain to parts of the remainder of the eastern United States. 

MEXICO

Hurricane Ignacio developed off the west coast of Mexico on the 21st and became a hurricane by the 24th as it entered the Gulf of California. Ignacio made landfall along Mexico's Baja Peninsula on the 26th, along with very heavy rainfall and maximum sustained winds near 120 km/hr. The storm battered the city of La Paz for more than 48 hours with strong winds and flooding rains. The La Paz airport and area schools were closed, and around 10,000 people evacuated to emergency shelters. By the 27th, Ignacio had weakened into a tropical depression as it tracked over the central Baja Peninsula.
EUROPE 

Western  

Unusually dry conditions continued in Western Europe from France northward into Scandinavia. 

Europe and Northern Africa 

Temperatures averaged +2°C to +11°C across Europe and northern Africa. Highs soared into the upper 30s and 40s(°C) across France, Germany, the Benelux countries, Italy, and the Iberian Peninsula. According to press reports, several all time record temperatures were set in England, France, and Germany. Dozens of deaths were also reported across Europe due to heat-related illnesses. 

AFRICA

Southern  

Temperature departures of -2°C to -7°C again prevailed over eastern Kazakhstan, but the mercury remained above freezing.
Middle East 

Temperatures averaged 2°C to 5°C above normal during the second week from Syria southward into Saudi Arabia, with highs ranging from 35°C to 49°C.

ASIA 

West-Central Asia 

Temperatures averaged -2°C to -4°C prevailed over eastern Kazakhstan and adjacent portions of Russia, China and the central Asian Republics, but the mercury remained above freezing. 

Southern China 

Scattered showers brought 25 to 125 mm of rain relieved dry conditions in Yunnan, Guangxi, Guangdong, and Fujian Provinces. Much of the reminder of the area received little or no rain. 

Typhoon Krovanh formed on the 15th in the open waters of the western Pacific Ocean and achieved typhoon status by the 21st.Krovanh made landfall along the coast of Vietnam near the border with China on the 25th. The storm was the strongest typhoon to strike Vietnam in more than a decade, killing one person and destroying nearly 1,000 homes. In neighboring China, more than 11,000 homes were destroyed in Guangdong and Hainan provinces. It was the twelfth typhoon to affect China in 2003.
RUSSIA 

Eastern Asian Russia 

Temperatures averaged +3°C to +9°C were reported across eastern Siberia with highs in the upper 20s and 30s (°C), and lows remaining above freezing. 

AUSTRALIA

Eastern 

Temperatures averaged 2°C to 5°C above normal during the second week across northeastern Australia with highs reaching into low 30s and high 20s (°C). 

TROPICS

Hurricane Fabian developed in the eastern Atlantic from a tropical wave on the 27th of August, several hundred miles west of the Cape Verde Islands. Fabian became a tropical storm on the 28th and a hurricane on the 29th, and reached 'major hurricane' status (category 3 or higher on the saffir-simpson scale) on the 30th. Fabian reached category 4 strength on the 31st, but did not reach maximum windspeeds of 125 kts until September 1st. 
